YOUTH VISION’S    Risk Assessments & Activity Safety Procedures

	Hazards
	Risk level (low/ medium/ high)
	Who is at risk
	Control measures (incl. Leader qualifications/experience)
	Risk level once control measure is in place

	1.Leadership, Group management. e.g. inappropriate behaviour, inadequate instruction
	low
	Coordinator, facilitators, participants, volunteers
	· Ensure facilitators have effective group management skills

· Ensure facilitators understand purpose of session.

-     Communicate access and boundaries.

· Instructors to be particularly aware of lone working situations.

· Clear guidelines are made for return to base should a participant become disorientated.

· A vehicle and mobile phone should be present on site at all times in case of accidents.
	low

	2.Local knowledge- site specific issues

e.g. gentle hills, rivers, fallen trees, reservoir near croft site
	medium
	Coordinator, participants, facilitators, volunteers
	· Facilitators are familiar with venue and varying weather conditions

· Facilitators must be aware of hazards present in area

· Facilitators to be aware of access and boundaries to be used

· Access issues are cleared with appropriate authorities
	low

	3.Local environment e.g. uneven ground, thorns, slips & falls
	low
	Coordinator, facilitators, participants, volunteers
	· Facilitators must be aware of hazards present in area and to communicate these to participants e.g. thorns, uneven ground, falling deadwood, harmful animals/ plants.

· Participants are warned of possible risks of Lymes disease (from ticks)

· Facilitators must slow group down and ensure care through difficult terrain and uneven ground

· Instructors to carry First Aid Kit at all times.
	low

	4.Weather

e.g. exposure, hypothermia, sunburn
	Medium
	Coordinator, participants, facilitators, volunteers
	· Facilitators to monitor weather conditions

· Suitable location chosen depending on conditions and ability of group. An alternative wet weather plan to be provided for sessions longer then 1/2 day, or if group is in an exposed or remote area.

· Group supplied with appropriate clothing and footwear for prevailing and expected conditions
	low

	5.Equipment

e.g. equipment failure, tool use, inadequate equipment
	Medium 
	Coordinator, participants, facilitators, volunteers
	· Appropriate equipment is provided in good order, suitable for delivering the activity safely. Tool safety and instructions to be given on the use of new equipment or if someone is using a tool for the first time.

	low

	6.Group members

e.g. medical issues, behavioural issues
	Medium to high
	Coordinator, participants, facilitators, vol.
	· Medical and behavioural issues are researched prior to activity- appropriate information provided
	Low to medium
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	Hazards
	Risk level (low/ medium/ high)
	Who is at risk
	Control measures (incl. Leader qualifications/experience)
	Risk level once control measure is in place

	7.Food

e.g. cooking, wild edibles. allergies
	low
	Coordinator, facilitators, participants, volunteers
	· Medical and allergy information is researched prior to activity- appropriate information provided.

· Participants (under the age of 18) are involved in supervised preparation and cooking of any food provided by Youth Vision.

· Qualified and experienced instructors only will provide wild edible food information. Clear warnings will be given as to the hazards of inedible wild foods.

· Terms and conditions include a warning of possible risk.
	Low

	8.Fires

e.g burns, fire out of control
	low
	Coordinator, facilitators, participants, volunteers
	· Only small controlled fires are used for cooking purposes, under continual supervision from our volunteer.

· Participants are advised to wear long sleeves and trousers with hair tied back.

· Facilitators must be aware of fallen ash and wind direction and strength.

· Cold water must be available for treatment of burns

· A bucket of water present at fire at all times to put out uncontrollable flames.

· Participants made aware of fire risks, strict rules followed around fire. 

· Terms and conditions include a warning of possible risk
	Low

	9.Animals

e.g. disease, harmful animals.
Animal Waste.

Compost Toilet.
	low
	Coordinator, facilitators, participants, volunteers
	· Participants are warned of possible risk of Lymes disease (from ticks)

· Facilitators to provide disposable gloves for examination of animal remains where there is a risk of transfer of disease, advised not to touch animal remains

· General advice given around behaviour among sheep, cows etc.

· Terms and conditions include a warning of possible risk

· Disposable gloves are provided and training in handling toilet waste.

· Rangers Service highlight dog waste with pink paint.
	Low

	10.Knives

E,g, cuts
	low
	Coordinator, facilitators, participants, volunteers
	· Clear instructions given on safe use of knives for outdoors survival and other tools at start of session (according to ‘Knife Safety Briefing’).

· Very controlled and deliberate use of knives with full supervision until a satisfactory level of knife use has been attained by participants.

· Facilitators will carry First aid kit at all times.
· Terms and conditions include a warning of possible risk
	Low

	11.Transport and vehicles

e.g. unsafe driving, inadequate vehicle maintenance
	high- due to this risk Youth Vision encourages users to provide own transport. 
	Coordinator, facilitators, participants, volunteers, public
	· Driver approved and disclosed through Youth Vision any necessary minibus driving requirements, 
· A qualified First Aider must be present in the vehicle; First Aid kit and Fire Extinguisher kept in vehicle
· Minibus and cars must be appropriately serviced and maintained.
	Low to Medium


Activity- General Youth Vision
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	Numbers and ratios
	
	
	Appropriate to group, terrain, and time of year.
	


Local Review- To be completed for any additional risks that have been identified (group specific, site specific or programme specific)

	Hazards


	Risk level (low/ medium/ high)


	Who is at risk


	Control measures (incl. Leader qualifications/experience)


	Risk level once control measure is in place




Completed by ……………………………………………………………………………
Date ……………………………………… Risk Assessment carried out by lead instructor of Youth Vision,  Reviewed Jan 2019.

